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TO  THE 

SANITARY  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

orough  of  Burslem 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  a Report  of  the  state  of  health,  vital  statistics 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of  Burslem,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1897.  _ 

In  the  Census  of  1891,  the  population  of  the  Borough  was 
31,199 ; the  population  in  June,  1897,  estimated  in  the  same  rate  of  in- 
crease as  in  the  preceding  ten  years,  would  amount  to  34,663.  The 
area  of  the  Borough  extends  to  2585  acres. 

The  births  in  the  Borough  duriug  1897,  numbered  1336,  this 
number  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  in  middle  of  year, 
represents  a birth-rate  of  38‘5  per  1,000.  The  births  were  composed  of 
688  Males,  and  648  Females.  In  1896,  the  births  amounted  to  1,356, 
giving  a birth-rate  of  39‘6  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  in  1897  amounted  to  853,  which  gives  a death-rate 
calculated  on  the  population  of  middle  of  year,  at  the  rate  of  24^6  per 
i,oo«  ; ol  these  deaths,  447  were  Males  and  406  Females.  In  1896, 
the  deaths  amounted  to  704,  representing  a death-rate  of  20^5  per  1,000. 
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The  births  and  deaths  during  1897  were  as  under  : — 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1897. 


1897. 

No. 

BIRTH 

Rate 

per 

1000 

I . 

Males 

Fem’les 

No. 

DEATH 

Rate 

per 

1000 

w 

Males 

in 

JJ 

a 

January 

101 

35’1 

54 

47 

9i 

31-6 

39 

52 

February 

121 

42*0 

65 

56 

77 

267 

46 

31 

March  ... 

122 

42‘3 

59 

63 

65 

22-5 

35 

3° 

April 

94 

326 

53 

41 

75 

26-0 

38 

37 

May 

9i 

31‘5 

42 

49 

66 

2 2 ‘8 

36 

30 

June  ... 

1 1 5 

39'b 

59 

56 

58 

2 0*0 

3° 

28 

j^iy  

94 

32-5 

5i 

43 

23 

7‘9 

i5 

8 

Auguzt... 

*5° 

Si'S 

77 

73 

1 1 5 

39'7 

53 

62 

September 

1 15 

39'6 

5° 

65 

84 

28*9 

42 

42 

October 

1 12 

38-6 

59 

53 

53 

18*2 

3i 

22 

November 

99 

34"o 

55 

44 

70 

24*1 

36 

34 

December 

122 

41-9 

64 

58 

76 

21*1 

46 

3° 

Total 

1336 

38-4 

mean  of 

12  months. 

688 

648 

853 

24-5 

mean  of 

12  months 

447 

406 

DEATHS,  1897. 


1896. 

all 

ages 

under 

1 yr. 

1 yr.  & 
under 

5 yrs- 

5 yrs.  & 
under 
15  yrs. 

i5yrs& 

under 

25  yrs. 

2 5 yrs& 
under 
65  yrs. 

6syrs& 

and 

upw’ds. 

January  ... 

9i 

3i 

24 

3 

. 4 

23 

6 

February 

77 

23 

17 

3 

3 

22 

9* 

March  ... 

65 

24 

13 

3 

2 

18 

5 

April  

75 

25 

14 

7 

1 

19 

9 

May 

66 

1 1 

i5 

1 

3 

24 

12 

June 

58 

14 

8 

3 

22 

1 1 

July  

23 

1 1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

August  .. 

115 

65 

13 

2 

1 

28 

6 

September 

84 

41 

1 2 

3 

5 

15 

8 

October... 

53 

20 

10 

1 

6 

9 

7 

November 

70 

27 

13 

4 

3 

16 

7 

December 

76 

18 

1/ 

8 

4 

25 

4 

Total 

853 

310 

158 

36 

36 

229 

84 
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The  birth-rate  of  1897  was  a little  below  that  of  1896,  which 
was  39*6,  and  also  slightly  under  the  average  of  the  preceding  21  years, 
which  represented  39‘8  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate  in  the  Borough  has 
varied  from  43'o  per  1,000  in  1882,  to  35*9  in  1880. 

The  highest  birth-rate  in  1897  was  in  the  month  of  August, 
when  it  rose  to  51 ‘8  per  1,000,  and  the  lowest  in  May,  when  it  was  31 ’5 
per  1,000. 

In  England  and  Wales,  during  1897,  the  birth  rate  was  297 
per  1,000.  In  33  large  towns  of  England,  in  1897  the  birth-rate  was 
equal  to  307  of  their  aggregate  population.  In  London  the  birth-rate  in 
1897  was  3o-o  per  1,000  whilst  it  averaged  31 ‘2  in  the  32  provincial 
towns,  amongst  which  it  ranged  from  227  in  Halifax,  237  in  Hudders- 
field, 24A  in  Bradford,  and  247  in  Brighton,  to  34'6  in  Sunderland, 
35-i  in  Wolverhampton  and  in  Salford,  357  in  Liverpool,  and  35‘8  in 
Gateshead. 

The  death-rate  in  Burslem  in  1897,  amounted  to  24A  per 
1,000,  considerably  exceeding  that  of  1896,  which  was  207  per  1,000. 
In  the  preceding  21  years,  the  death-rate  varied  from  287  in  1888  to 
17  9 in  1879.  The  highest  death-rate  in  1897  occurred  in  the  month  of 
August,  when  it  rose  to  397,  and  the  lowest  in  July,  when  it  fell  to  77 

During  1897,  in  England  and  Wales,  the  general  death-rate- 
was  177  per  1,000  (Urban  i8-2,  Rural  15  8).  In  33  large  towns  of 
England,  the  death-rate  equalled  191:  per  1,000;  in  London  i8’2, 
whilst  in  the  32  provincial  towns  it  averaged  197,  ranging  from  1 3 ' 1 in 
Croydon,  147  in  Cardiff,  15T  in  Brighton,  to  22-o  in  Bolton,  227  in 
Wolverhampton,  23‘i  in  Manchester,  237  in  Salford,  and  247  in  Liver- 
pool and  in  Preston. 

In  1897  the  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  included  8 from 
Measles,  19  Scarlatina,  5 Diphtheria,  9 Croup,  79  Whooping  Cough,  6 
Typhoid  Fever,  1 Continued  Fever,  6 Influenza,  80  Diarrhoea. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases  during  1897 
numbered  197,  being  a larger  number  than  in  1896,  when  the  number 
was  1A9.  Whooping  Cough  contributed  a large  proportion  of  the  in- 
creased mortality,  as  also  Diarrhoea.  Measles  was  also  very  prevalent 
during  the  year,  although  the  deaths  from  it  were  less  than  in  1896. 
Some  of  the  Schools  in  the  Borough  were  closed  during  a portion  of  the 
year  on  this  account.  Influenza  was  present  to  some  extent  during  the 
year. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  in  1897  amounted  to  5 '6  per  1,000 — 
this  was  higher  than  in  1896,  when  it  was  47  per  1,000,  and  it  was  due 
in  a large  measure  to  the  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea. 
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In  England  and  Wales  during  1897,  the  Zymotic  death-rate 
was  2-15  per  1,000.  In  33  large  towns,  it  was  equal  to  2^87  per  1,000, 
ranging  from  i'36  in  Swansea,  139  in  Halifax,  i‘43  in  Croydon,  and 
1 '50  in  Huddersfield  to  3'98  in  Burnley,  4^02  in  Bolton,  4^22  in  Wol- 
verhampton, 5 ‘50  in  Salford,  and  5 ‘64  in  Preston. 

Infant  Mortality,  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  tu  births  registered,  was  equal  to  232  per  1,000,  in  1896, 
it  was  216  per  1,000.  In  London  it  was  159  per  1,000,  whilst  it 
averaged  189  in  the  thirty-two  provincial  towns,  amongst  which  it  ranged 
from  131  in  Huddersfield,  135  in  Croydon,  140  in  Swansea  and  in 
Halifax,  144  in  Brighton,  and  149  in  Bristol,  to  206  in  Nottingham  and" 
in  Blackburn,  214  in  Birmingham,  217  in  Wolverhampton,  219  in 
Salford,  220  in  Burnley,  and  262  in  Preston. 

Amongst  deaths  from  Constitutional  Diseases  were  21  from 
Cancer,  39  Marasmus,  48  Phthisis. 

Among  local  diseases,  were  33  from  Diseases  of  Brain,  22 
Apoplexy  and  Paralysis,  3 Epilepsy,  49  Convulsions  (48  under  5 years), 
42  Diseases  of  Heart,  158  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs,  55  of  Diges- 
tive Organs,  25  of  Urinary  Organs. 

Among  developmental  diseases,  were  23  from  Premature 
Birth,  10  Teething,  28  Old  Age  (average  being  79  years,  6 months), 
30  Atrophy  and  Debility. 

Among  deaths  from  violence  and  accident,  were  8 from  Frac- 
tures and  Contusions,  9 Burns  and  Scalds,  1 Suffocation,  4 Suicidal  (2 
Cut-Throat,  1 Drowning,  1 Hanging). 

In  6 cases  the  causes  of  death  were  ill-defined — and  death  was 
due  to  Lead  Poisoning. 

During  the  year  improvements  have  been  effected  in  all  street 
manholes,  catchpits  being  done  away  with,  and  bottoms  inverted,  this 
state  of  things  having  been  the  cause  of  great  nuisance. 

Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  erection  of  cot- 
tage property  in  the  Borough  under  the  new  Bye-Laws  ; all  Buildings 
ancLNew  Drainage  Works  being  carried  out  under  thorough  inspection. 

Waste  w.c.’s,  or  modern  w.c.’s  are  still  insisted  on  in  all  new 
property — no  privies  being  allowed.  Conversions  of  old  privies  into 
water,  or  waste-water  closets  is  still  proceeding. 

Among  the  pressing  needs  of  the  Borough  in  the  Sanitary 
aspect,  are  the  provision  of  additional  public  urinals,  and  the  paving  of 
back  passages  between  contiguous  streets. 
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The  removal  of  ashes  and  night-soil  has  been  performed  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  manner  by  the  teams  of  the  Corporation.  Some  of  the 
night-soil,  mixed  with  ashes,  has  been  burned  in  the  Destructor  and 
some  has  been  evaporated  by  heat  resulting  from  Destructor,  and  the 
resulting  powder  sold  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  house  refuse  and 
ashes  have  been  disposed  of,  both  at  Destructor  and  by  deposition  in 
tips. 

The  water  supply  has  been  good  and  abundant,  as  a rule, 
during  the  year ; occasionally  much  vegetable  matter  has  been  present. 

Overcrowding  in  dwelling-houses  has  been  reported  in  5 cases 
and  means  adopted  for  relief,  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

The  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  have  been  inspected  at 
various  times  during  the  year,  and  their  condition  found  to  i.e 
satisfactory. 

The  cow-sheds,  milk-shops  and  dairies  have  been  visited  and 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state. 

The  canal  boats  passing  through  the  Borough  have  been 
passed  under  inspection.  Three  contraventions  of  tfye  Act  were  dis- 
covered, and  the  conditions  remedied. 

Inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops Act  during  the  year,  and  sanitary  defects  have  been  made  good. 

One  prosecution  for  the  sale  of  diseased  meat  in  the  Shambles 
was  undertaken  during  the  year,  and  resulted  in  a conviction  and  sen- 
tence of  imprisonment. 

The  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  have  been  inspected  during 
the  year,  and  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Some  of  them 
are  old,  inconveniently  situated,  and  difficult  to  be  kept  clean. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  regards  removal  of  nuisances, 
during  1897  : — 


No.  of  complaints  received  during  1897,  exclusive  of 

applications  for  removal  of  night-soil  and  ashes  ...  48 

No.  of  houses  and  premises,  &c.,  inspected,  about  ...  2000 
Orders  issued  for  sanitary  improvements  ..  . . 42  c 

Houses  and  premises  cleansed,  repaired  & limewashed  116 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  ...  317 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed  and  trapped,  including 

provision  for  kitchen  slop-stones  ...  ...  81 

Privies  and  w.c ’s  repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  276 

Premises  without  ashpits,  where  tubs  have  been  adopted 

and  cleansed  once  a fortnight  ...  ...  44 

Defective  spouting  repaired  ...  ...  ...  11 
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Loads  of  ashes  removed  to  Destructor  in  1897. 

» )!  n Tips  „ 

Barrels  and  Carts  of  night-soil  removed  during  1897  to 
Destructor  ... 

Barrels  and  Csats  of  night-soil  deposited  on  land 

I he  Haywood  Hospital  (containing  31  beds),  built  in  1887, 
enlarged  in  1890,  92,  and  96,  has  been  largely  utilised  by  the  poorer 
classes  suffering  from  disease  or  accident  during  the  year. 


345° 

6341 

1935 

3070 


No.  of  Patients  admitted  during  1897 
Surgical  Cases 
Medical  ,, 

Of  whom  there  were  discharged,  cured 
n „ relieved 

,,  ,,  incurable  ... 

>,  „ at  own  request 

,,  ,,  to  Sanatorium 

>j  ,,  died  . . . 

Remaining  in  Hospital,  December  31,  1897 
Average  No.  of  days  in  Hospital  for  each  patient 
Out-patient  dressings  ...  ' 

In-patients,  operations  ... 

Sent  to  Convalescent  Homes 
Accident  Cases 
Dental  Cases  ... 


During  1897,  there  were  notified  under  the  Act 


*55 

*55 

100 

198 

28 
1 

4 

x 

29 
26 

33 

4614 

40 

17 

53 

47 


326 

cases 

of  Scarlatina 

r3 

>> 

Diphtheria 

3 

>> 

Membranous  Croup 

36 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

17 

Erysipelas 

62  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hopital 
during  1897,  a larger  proportion  than  in  previous  years. 


The  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Borough  have  continued 
to  be  systematically  inspected  during  1897,  and  their  condition  reported 
as  satisfactory. 

The  lodging-houses  registered  in  the  Borough  ai-e  as  follows : — 


16  lodgers 
8 „ 
36 


2,  High  Street 
53)  >) 

85, 


Gavin,  Thomas 
Lamb,  Michael 
Hulme,  Hannah 


7 


r 


Qualter,  Simon 
Gainard,  Margaret 
Garry,  Margaret 
Burke,  Patrick 
Jennings,  Winifred 
Carty,  Martin 
Bowen,  William 
Haley,  John 


10 

lodgers 

1. 

8 

J) 

5. 

4 

n 

7, 

xo 

>> 

27, 

6 

>> 

22, 

6 

>• 

26, 

17 

27, 

26 

M 

1, 

Mayer’s  Bank 
)> 

Wellington  Street 
») 
n 

Commercial  Street 

Lower  Hadderidge 


Total  147 


No  legal  proceedings  were  found  to  be  necessary  in  regard  to 
the  above  during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  M.  TAYLOR,  M.O.H., 

L.R.C.P.,  Lond.,  D.P.H.,  Camb„  &c. 


Burslem, 

April  4th , 1898. 


SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1397. 


Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases— 

Miasmatic  Diseases  ...  ...  124 

Diarrhoeal  „ ...  ...  go 

Venereal  „ ...  ...  3 

Septic  „ ..  ...  1 

Parasitic  ,,  ...  ...  1 

Dietic  „ ...  ...  6 

Constitutional,,  ...  ...  117 

Developmental  Diseases  ...  ...  93 

Local  Diseases — 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  107 

„ Circulatory  „ ...  ...  42 

„ Respiratory  „ ...  ...  158 

„ Digestive  „ ...  ...  55 

„ Urinary  „ ...  ...  25 

(a)  „ Organs  of  Generation  ...  5 

(b)  „ Parturition  ...  ...  2 

,,  Bones  and  Joints...  ...  2 

,,  Integumentary  System  ...  1 

Violence — 

Accident  or  Negligence  ...  ...  20 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ill-defined  and  not  Specified  Causes  ...  7 


Total 


853 


(El)  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year,  1897,  in  the  Burslem  Urban  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


, B ' Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1897,  in  the  Burslem 
Urban  District ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  ; 
the  purpose  of  these  Statistics: 
Public*  Institutions  being 
shown  as  separate  localities. 

(a) 

POPULATION  OF 
ALL  AGES. 

— Registered 

Births 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming  to 

the  knowledge  ot  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

No.  of  such  Cases  Re- 

moved from  their  homes 
n the  several  Localities 
or  treatment  in  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Last 

Census 

w 

Estimated 

to 

middle 
of  1897. 

CO 

1 

2 

3 

i i 

5 1 

6 

inder  6 
or 

over  6 

(0 

Scarlatina  1 

d 

B 

© 

t 

s 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Fevers 

7 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Puerperal 

Scarlatina 

Bubslem  (Urban)  

31,199 

34,663 

1,336 

Under  6 

6 upwds 

162 

173 

7 

6 

2 

1 

1 

22 

1 

17 

14 

48 

Under  5 

Haywood  Hospital  (Burslem) 

5 upwds 

1 

13 

Under 

162 

7 

2 

1 

1 

14 

Totals 

31,199 

34,663 

1,336 

5 upwd 

31  174 

6 

1 

36 

17 

48 

